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U.S. ECOMOMIC SIGNS 
ANNCR : 

THE LATEST SPATE OF ECONOMIC STATISTICS FROM GOVERNMENT AND 
BUSINESS DO NOT MAKE FOR EASY FORECASTING. VOA BUSINESS EDITOR 
FRANK FEINBERG HAS THIS PERSPECTIVE: 

VOICE: 

AS THE U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION -- ON NOVEMBER SECOND -- 
DRAWS NEAR, THE LATEST ECONOMIC FACTS AND FIGURES SOMEWHAT PARALLEL 
THE REPORTED POLITICAL CLIMATF. IF, AS PUBLIC OPINION POLLSTERS 
SAY, A SUBSTANTIAL PORTION OF THE ELECTORATE STILL IS UNDECIDED 
AS TO THEIR PRESIDENTIAL CHOICE, IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT AVAILABLE 
ECONOMIC DATA PRESENT A DIFFICULT DETERMINATION FOR AUTHORITIES. 
DEPENDING ON DIFFERENT PERCEPTIONS, THE DATA CAN BE ANALYZED AS 
INDICATING A SLUGGISH ECONOMY, OR AN IMPROVING SITUATION. 

ON FRIDAY (29TH) THE GOVERNMENT'S INDEX OF LEADING INDICATORS 
SHOWED A DECLINE OF SEVEN-TENTHS OF ONE PER CENT IN SEPTEMBER FROM 
THE PREVIOUS MONTH. THE INDFX IS MADE UP OF VARIOUS GAUGES OF 
ECONOMIC ACTIVITY. THERE WERE DECLINES IN NEW FACTORY ORDERS AND 
IN THE LENGTH OF THE AVERAGE WORK WEEK IN INDUSTRY. ON THE PLUS 
SIDE WERE INCREASED ORDERS FOR PLANT AND EQUIPMENT. OVERALL, THE 
INDEX HAS DOWN IN SEVEN CATEGORIES, UP IN FOUR. 

ALMOST SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE INDEX'S APPEARANCE, THERE 
ARE NEW FIGURES FROM COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY, MANY ON THE POSITIVE 
SIDE, THE U.S, AUTOMOLILE INDUSTRY HAS SCHEDULED OUTPUT OF ABOUT 
EIGHT-HUNDRED~THREE THOUSAND (803,090) VEHICLES IN NOVEMBER. THIS 
WOULD BRING THE FOURTH-QUARTER OUTPUT ABOVE THE SAME PERIOD OF 
LAST YEAR ~- TOTALING NEARLY TO MILLION, TWO-HUNDRED THOUSAND 


UNITS. THE NATION'S BIG RETAIL CHAIN STORES -- INCLUDING SEARS, 
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ROERUCK -- HAD A SALES GAIN OF NORE THAN TEN PER CENT 1H 
SEPTEMBER COMPARED ‘ITH SEPTEMRER LAST YEAR. 

THE U.S. ALUTEFAS EiDuSTRY CURRENTLY Tit REGISTERING THIRTY 
PER CENT MORE QUTPUT THA: Tiic YDAR-AGO LEVEL. AND DEMAND IS 
ANTICIPATED TO CONTINUE STROWG INTO 1977. 

OF BALANCE, THE ECONOMY DI3 NOT DO AS WELL AS HAD BEEN HOPED 
FOR I: THE PAST SIX MOUTHS, BUT SHOULD IMPROVE IN THIS FOURTH 
QUARTER. THE LATEST INDEX OF LFADING fDICATORS IS FOR SFPTENBER, 
AND THERE HAS BEEK A DISCFRIIBLE PICKUP IN A iUMBER OF ECONOMIC 
SECTORS IN OCTOBER. NE ORDFRS FOR PLATT AND EQUIPHENT ARE UP. 
SQ ARE RETAIL SALFS, PARTICULARLY OF APPAREL WYICH HAS BEEN 
SOMEWHAT SLON, AID THE AUTOHORILE INDUSTRY, A KEY SECTOR, APPEARS 
HEADED FOR A GOOD Eft! MOSEL SALES YFAR. 

MEPOEVER IS THE NEXT U.S, PRESIDENT -- MISTER FORD OR MISTER 
CARTER -- HE MILL FACE FGPORTA:T ECONOMIC DECISIONS ALOUT 
GOVERMENT SPENDETIG ANG TAYE3G POLICIES, ANTI-INFLATION MEASURES, 
IRCREASTIHG EMPLOYINENT AMD DECREASING UNEMPLOYNENT, Ai!D SUCH 
MATTERS AS HOt! TO ENCOURAGE SOTY COHSUHMER AND EUSTHESS SPENDING. 
ALL '1Lii HELP ORTEPHINE THE U.S. ECorony'S COURSE. 
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